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30 Years with  

Scott Stevenson:  

 A  Celebration of Thanks 

  

2:00 p.m. Sunday, November 5th in the Sanctuary 
Reception in Fellowship Hall to Follow 

  
How can you thank someone who has spiritually enriched your life for 30 

years?  Someone who has: 

Ŀ lifted you up with melody and lyrics on dark days when no words 

could console;  

Ŀ taught us not to take ourselves so seriously by exposing us to music 

genres that we thought we would never appreciate, but learned we 

loved;  

Ŀ filled us with awe and admiration for a musical talent that seems 

to have no bounds, and which so often meets a need we didn’t know 

we had;  

Ŀ exhibited the resilience to work with a changing host of ministers, 

church leaders, and choir members without missing a beat; 

Ŀ gone above and beyond his Sunday responsibilities by organizing 

concerts and special music for a host of occasions;  

Ŀ enriched our celebrations and comforted us in our sorrows;  

               ...someone whose music has contributed to a unanimity of spirit and 

a nudge in the direction of Christian priorities when clouds darkened our way.  
  

Giving adequate thanks to Scott Stevenson is no easy task, but all church 

members and friends are invited to a Celebration of Thanks for his 30 years 

of service on Sunday, November 5th, at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, followed 

by refreshments in Fellowship Hall.  Cards and notes of thanks can also be left 

in the church office.  Let’s let Scott know how very much he has impacted this 

body of Christ called The United Methodist Church of Geneva.  Any questions 

or inquiries can be directed to Alan Leard (630- 406-0608), Maureen Cahill 

(630-443-8986), or Steve Lillie (630-232-6696).     
 

* PS  Scott has requested no monetary gifts, please.  He suggests any donations be made 
to the Puerto Rico and Caribbean Hurricane Relief Fund at globalgiving.org.                                                 

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
http://www.genevaumc.org
http://www.genevaumc.org
http://www.globalgiving.org
https://www.globalgiving.org/
http://www.globalgiving.org
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 

8:00 & 9:00 a.m. 
In the Sanctuary 

 

November offers us an opportunity to focus on thanksgiving.   
Our worship services this month will offer ample opportunity to give 

thanks to God—for our loved ones who have gone before us this 
past year; for the opportunity to become better stewards of our 
faith, our service and our financial giving; and for the opportunity to 

join our national emphasis on Thanksgiving this month. 
 

November 5 is All Saints Sunday and the first week of our annual 
Fall Stewardship Campaign, “Sowing the Seeds of Faith.”   This 
Sunday offers us a time to offer thanks for our loved ones who have 

passed away this past year and for the spiritual legacy they have 
bequeathed us.  We will also start the first of a three-part 

Stewardship Sermon Series, “Sowing the Seeds of Faith,” by looking 
at Jesus’s Parable of the Sower, Seed, and Soil in Mark 4:1-9. God is 
the sower, God’s Word is the seed, and we are the soil.  Today’s 

theme is Sowing Spiritually: How can we become better stewards 
spiritually and grow in our faith?   Pastor Rich preaching. 

 
November 12   The second Sunday of our stewardship series 
“Sowing the Seeds of Faith” centers on Sowing Selflessly 

(stewardship through service).  In Romans 12:1-8, the Apostle Paul 
encourages believers to give themselves sacrificially to God and to 

others through the use of the gifts Christ has given each of us.  
Every member of the UMCG family will be encouraged to actively 
engage in one of the many ministries our church offers.  Pastor Rich 

preaches. 
 

November 19  “Sowing Materially” is our theme on 
Commitment Sunday.  Our text, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 encourages 
us to give generously of our finances to help those in need and to 

further God’s work in the world. Opportunity will be given to offer 
our financial pledges for the coming year knowing that “God who 

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness.”  Pastor Rich preaches. 
 
November 26  Christ the King Sunday  In Matthew 25:31-46, 

Jesus the Good Shepherd reminds us that caring selflessly for others 
was not only his work as Christ the King, but ours as well today.  In 

gratitude for the many blessings we have received from God, how 
will we in turn feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick 
and visit those in prison?   Pastor Rich preaches. 

Sunday Mornings at 

UMCG  

 

 

Traditional worship 
8:00 & 9:00 a.m. 

In Sanctuary 
 

Nursery Care 
Available during  

9:00 a.m. worship 

Infants through 2 yr. olds 
 

2 yr. old / Preschool / K  
Sunday School 

9:00 a.m. 

Bring kids to the classroom 
before heading to the 

Sanctuary  
 

Journey of Faith 

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 

1st-4th grades 
Kids start in Sanctuary 

with parents 
 

Route 56 Sunday School 

9:00 a.m. 
5th & 6th grades 

 
Youth Worship  

& Sunday School 

9:00 a.m. 
7th - 12th grades 

in the Youth Room  
 
 

Adult Sunday School  
10:30 am 

Ongoing in Parlor 

 
 

 
 
 

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A1-9+&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A1-8&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A6-15+&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NRSV
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  FINDING THE JOY IN THE HOLIDAYS 
  A time of sharing and strategies to help navigate the holidays for those who have  

  suffered a loss. 
  November 16 at 4 p.m. in the Parlor.  

  Facilitators:  Linda Tamlyn and Kitty Ganzel. 
 
 

  UMCG CHURCH CONFERENCE IS NOVEMBER 13 at  7 p.m. 
 

  The UMC Geneva Church Conference is Monday, November 13th at 7:00 p.m. in    
  the Sanctuary.  All members are encouraged to attend this meeting . 

  MEMORIAL COMMUNION 
  The Holiday Season poses a special challenge for people who are grieving.  To    
  help you connect with Christ’s healing love, we are offering a Memorial  

  Communion Service at 7 p.m. in the Parlor on Tuesday, December 5. 
 

*** 

 

UMCG is part of the Northern Illinois Conference 

of the United Methodist Church. Learn more 
about our conference and what’s happening 

nationally and globally within our denomination 
at www.umcnic.org. 

UMCG Church Staff 
 

Rich Darr  Senior Pastor 
Esther Lee  Associate Pastor 

Debbie Sampiller Director of Administrative Ministries 
Lorie Montanye Administrative Assistant 
Jodi Borger  Director of Children’s Education 

Carol Szabo  Director of Christian Education 
Scott Stevenson Director of Music Ministry 
Mike Popplewell Director of Choral Ministries 

Becky Nicol  Director of Communications 
Kitty Ganzel  Coordinator of Congregational Care 

Carol Schreiber Nursery Supervisor 

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
https://www.umcnic.org/
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CLASSES, STUDIES & FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

Christian Mission 101  

This class is for anyone interested in gaining a better understanding of Christian 
“mission” from a biblical perspective. The first 2 weeks will focus on God and Mission, 

looking at motifs in both the Old and New Testaments regarding God’s mission in the 
world. The last 2 weeks’ focus is the Church and Mission and how the church, as the 

body of Christ, partners with Jesus Christ in his mission in the world.  
OFFERED: Mondays, Nov. 6 – 27, 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.  

Leader : Pastor Rich Darr  
 

Men’s Early Bird Breakfast 

Join the men who gather at the Colonial Restaurant on Randall Road in St. Charles 

from 6:30-8:00am each Thursday.  We start off with good cup of coffee then plunge 
in to a 30-45 minute discussion on a book, followed by breakfast.  We are currently 

working our way through Matthew Kelley’s Rediscover Jesus: An Invitation.  Give it a 
try—join us for a time of good food, fellowship, and fun.              
 

Spirited Women -  Ongoing on Wednesdays at 9:15 a.m. in the Parlor.  For more 

information, contact Carol Szabo at carols@genevaumc.org.  
 

True Value Circle 

The group will NOT meet this month.  If you are interested in being part of the group, 

please contact Kathy at 630-738-9490, or call the Church Office.  Please check your 
bulletin for upcoming meeting details.    

 
 

 
Women’s Retreat 

Mark your calendars for the last weekend in January - you'll want to come!!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 4  

Wok and Fire  
181 S. 1st Street in St. Charles 

 
RSVP to Mary Ann at  

630-762-6275 or  
wermanmaryann@gmail.com.  

The MESSENGER  

 

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
tel:(630)%20738-9490
tel:(630)%20762-6275
mailto:wermanmaryann@gmail.com
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  BOOK CLUB 
 

  We meet the 1st Tuesday of the month at 10:30 a.m. in the UMCG Library. New members   

  ALWAYS WELCOME to join in for a lively discussion of the current book. 
 

Tuesday, November 7 

The Readers of Broken Wheel Recommend   by Katarina Bivald 
 

Broken Wheel, Iowa, has never seen anyone like Sara, who traveled all the way from 
Sweden just to meet her pen pal, Amy.  When she arrived, however, she finds that Amy's 
funeral has just ended.  Luckily the townspeople are happy to look after their bewildered 

tourist. Marooned in a farm town that's almost beyond repair, Sara starts a bookstore in 
honor of her friend's memory, but ... 
 

               Tuesday, December 5 

               Share with us one of your favorite books - one of the ones you read and re-read, and           
       the reasons you do so.  
 

Tuesday, January 2 

Caleb's Crossing   by Geraldine Brooks 

Growing up in the tiny settlement of Great Harbor, MA in 1665,  Bethia forges a tentative 

friendship with Caleb, young son of a native chieftain. Her minister father is trying to 
convert the native Wampanoag and one of his projects becomes the education of Caleb. A 
year later Caleb is at Cambridge, studying Latin and Greek among the colonial elite. Bethia 

becomes a reluctant indentured housekeeper and observes Caleb's crossing of cultures to 
become  . . .  

 

ñGot P.T.?ò (Programmable Thermostat, that is) One of the best energy saving inventions in  

recent years is the Programmable Thermostat.  It can effect significant savings on heating and cool-

ing costs if used correctly.  In winter you can save as much as 10% on heating by simply program-
ming your thermostat to drop the temperature 7°- 10°F for 8 hours each day while you are at work.  

In the warmer months similar savings on air conditioning can occur if you program the thermostat to 

hike the temperature by 7°- 10°F while at work. 
 

To be effective, a programmable thermostat should be simple to program so you can use it properly.  
If you are looking to buy one, look at the features carefully, ask questions, and be sure you  

understand how it works before you leave the store. 
 

The absolute latest thermostats (so-called “Smart” thermostats) are motion activated.  They’re  
Pricier, but currently offer sizeable rebates for ComEd and Nicor customers. They sense when  

someone is home and automatically adjust temperatures to preset levels when a house is  
unoccupied, restoring them to normal levels when people return.  Most models can even be set  

remotely with a smart phone. 
 

If you prefer to stick with your older thermostat, you can achieve similar savings by manually setting 
temperatures lower (in winter) or higher (in summer) by the same amounts before you leave for 

work, school, or other lengthy absences.   
 

The Green Diary: Tips on caring for Godôs earth  

UMCG Stewardship Committee 

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
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From Pastor Esther Lee  

 
Gobble gobble everyone!   

Happy November!  

 

          A few weeks ago, on September 19, my 
extended family gathered at the Pepper Valley 
parsonage to celebrate ChoSeok, the Korean 
Thanksgiving Day or the festival of Harvest.  
(This is the day the Korean people celebrate 
autumn harvest, gathering as a family to enjoy 
the bounty of food and blessings of the year.)  
With much thought and discussion amongst 
the family for several months, we decided to 
make this gathering a potluck; to have each 
household bring a dish instead of having our 
mom and dad cook everything.   
 

         My parents made the traditional Korean 
beef and taro soup eaten every year for this 
occasion; my brother and his wife ordered and 
brought the traditional rice cakes filled with 
honey and nut powder; and John and I made a 
new favorite of our house, the Vietnamese 
pancakes.  Finally at 8:30 p.m., when everyone 
got out of work, we gathered around our 
loaded dining table and took it in with our eyes 
- all that was prepared.  Then, like we do every 
time we gather, we looked around the table to 
see who would say ñgraceò before we dug into 
the food.  And as usual, though there are two 
pastors at the table, my brother and myself, I 
volunteered my dad, who is the oldest and the 
anchor of our household, to bless the meal.   
 

          In the 5+ minute prayer my dad gave, he 
named each person at the table and named 
several things each of us would be giving 
thanks to God for things such as a good 
ministry setting, ability to go to school, a 
beautiful home, a stable job, and the ability to 
work.  Then he ended the prayer by naming 
the common things we all gave thinks for this 

year: health, the joy of watching Aria (my 
daughter) grow, and Godôs grace through 
Jesus.  As I listened, I realized two things:  (1) 
We had a lot to be thankful for, and (2) My dad 
knew each of us enough to name things we 
might have taken for granted.  
  

 We have a lot to think about in 
November: The endless amount of leaves to 
rake, the garden work needed to prepare for 
the winter, preparation for Thanksgiving Day 
family gatherings, and we start feeling the 
pressures that come with December and the 
end of the year.  However, letôs remember that 
Thanksgiving is coming.  It is the time of 
harvest, when investment and ground work is 
celebrated, when ñfruitò and outcomes are 
gathered in, and blessings are counted.   
 

It is interesting that in the Bible the 
word ñthanksgivingò is found before or after the 
word ñsacrificeò multiple times in the same 
sentence.  This implies that thanksgiving is 
closely related to giving. Giving somehow 
increases our thanksgiving, and thanksgiving 
is expressed through giving.  And this is what 
we do in November at UMCG, Give thanks to 
God!  We offer our service, our talent, our 
time, our energy, and our resources to God by 
giving to our neighbors. 

 

ñThis service that you perform is not 
only supplying the needs of the Lordôs people 
but is also overflowing in many expressions of 
thanks to God.ò -2 Corinthians 9:12 . 

 

How will we at UMCG give thanks to 

God this month? 

 

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
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Ready for fun in November?   

 

NOTE: Sunday Youth group is changing to a new time of 3-5pm!   
Open to all youth and friends in grades 5 - 12 unless specified otherwise. 
Events meet Sundays from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. unless specified otherwise. 

 
Sunday, November 5 - Game Time 

Hang out in the Youth room at church for ping pong, board games and snacks. 
  
Sunday, November 12 -  SOS  Service On Sunday  

Good night Sleep Tight  plus pizza. Ana Powell, Geneva High School student, created 

this project to comfort foster and displaced children.  We will make fleece blankets to 
be given to children to help ease them through a difficult time.  

  
Sunday, November 19 -  Ethnic Food Potluck 
Two cultures gathered on the first Thanksgiving Day and they shared their 

food.  UMCG youth gives thanks for diversity so let's show it by sharing our favorite 
ethnic foods.  Bring an ethic dish (appetizer or main dish) or dessert to share.  Let's 

eat and enjoy each other's company!  
  
Sunday, November 26 - NO Youth Group meeting   Enjoy the Thanksgiving     

              weekend with your family. 
 

     Confirmation Class WILL meet. 

 
Coming in December: 

Confirmation, another SOS (Service  on Sunday) and moreé 
 

 

2018 Confirmation (8th grade only) 
Confirmation Class will meet from 6-7:30 p.m. Sunday evenings, November 26, 

December 3, and December 17.  Dates for 2018 will be added later. There will be 
eight gatherings from November to mid-May when Confirmation Sunday will take 
place.   

 
OPEN GYM NIGHT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!  

 
What a turnout!!  Seventy-five people participated in our 

Open Gym Night at Persinger Recreation Center on October 
15!   We’ll do this again!    

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
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Elexio UMCG is our online 

directory, calendar & information 

center.  

 

Access your profile today at 

www.genevaumc.org/elexioUMCG. 

 

Click "Forgot Password " at the 

login screen and then check your 

email (spam folders, too ) for a 

message from Elexio Community  

which will contain your username 

and password. 

 

Having trouble? Please contact 

Jami Johnson at 

JamiLJ69@gmail.com. 

 

 

ELEXIO Mobile App Available 

 

Look for “ELEXIO Community” 

Android app available on Google 

Play. (Enter our domain which is 

"genevaumc .")  

 

Apple app available on iTunes.  

(Enter our domain which is 

"genevaumc .ò) 

 

 

 

Elexio UMCG’s Giving Module 

allows for quick and easy set-up of 

online payments and/or recurring 

payments either online at 

www.elexiogiving.com/umcg 

or via the Elexio Community 

Android or Apple mobile app.  

 
 

Elexio Giving 

integrates with the 

Elexio UMCG for quick 

updates on your 

giving history. 

   

2018 STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION 

 

ñHow do we grow in faith?  How do we share our 
faith with others?  How do we keep our church 

strong?ò 
 

These are a few of the questions we will address during our 
2018 Stewardship celebration in November. 

 
The Stewardship theme for 2018 is “Sowing the Seeds of 

Faith .”  We will seek your input on three special Sundays 
as we set our faith goals for the coming year. 

 
Special Worship Emphases in November  

On Sunday, November 5, the sermon theme will be 
“Sowing Spiritually.”  This is All Saints Day.  We will 

remember those who have departed this year and reflect 

on their impact in our lives.  Pastor Darr will address how 
these pioneers of faith have enriched the soil in our lives 

and how we can continue to grow in our relationship with 
God. 

 
On Sunday, November 12, we will consider the 

importance of “Sowing Selflessly.”  We are all stewards of 
our faith and are called to serve.  Serving God in the 

church and through its ministries to the world brings 
greater meaning and purpose to our lives.  How can we 

sow the seeds of God’s love? 
 

On Pledge Sunday, November 19, we will discuss 
“Sowing Materially” and offer our pledges of financial 

support in 2018.  We are blessed to have a rich variety of 

worship, fellowship, study, and ministry opportunities at 
UMCG, and we want to keep those efforts strong.  Pledging 

and stretching toward the tithe are important elements of 
how that happens. 

 
We hope to engage all in the UMCG community to make 

this a joyful campaign, celebrating our heritage as a church 
and offering us opportunities to pledge our talents as well 

as our resources. 
 

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
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Financial Update 
 

Operating Budget Summary for January 1 ς September 30, 2017:  
 
  Income           Expenses         Net Balance 
 
1st Quarter     $173,232                    $175,195 
2nd Quarter   $174,791          $176,510 
3rd Quarter    $148,454                    $171,386 
 

    YTD                   $496,477                    $523,091*           $ (- 26,614)**       
 

* Does not include 2017 budgeted commitment of 5% of operating income to Missions and Church & Society for June 
($2,289), July ($2,905), August ($2,410), and September ($2,108) totaling $9,712.       
**Total Committed Operating Deficit (- $36,326)  
 

The 2017 approved budget of $770,749 projects average expenses of $64,229 per month  
 

Meeting Our Fall Challenge 
 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΧǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧƘƻǳǎŜŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ȅŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŜǿΦ 
 
Such a seasonal change seems to relate to the financial scenario of our church as well.  As fall ensues and the 
end of the year approaches, we as a congregation also have work to be done. This work calls for the elimination 
of our current operating deficit, while at the same time, preparing to commit to a new operating budget for the 
coming year. 
 
Let us prayerfully consider what additional support each of us can provide to meet our current fall challenge, 
while we prepare our commitment with thankfulness and faithfulness towards fulfilling the ongoing and 
evolving ministries of our church in 2018.   
 
Roger Mahr 
Finance Committee Chair 

 
 

     Visit www.genevaumc.org/scrip to learn how to sign up.  
 

     Contact our UMCG ShopWithScrip coordinators to get our 

enrollment code and learn how the Scrip Rebates from your purchases can be a charitable 
contribution donation for your family.  
 

John or Mardel McNally, Scrip Coordinators 

630-845-3367 or mad_max_58@yahoo.com 

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
http://www.genevaumc.org/scrip
mailto:mad_max_58@yahoo.com
http://genevaumc.org/quick-links/scrip
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     LAZARUS HOUSE OVERNIGHT VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
     DECEMBER 5 and 19 - Sign-up is posted in Fellowship Hall. 

Overnight Shift is 9:30 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.  Volunteer gets to sleep ς just back-up for 
staff that is on site. Questions ς contact Carolyn Sprawka 630/222-4150 or ask one of 
the names listed about their experience! 
Thank you to 2017 volunteers ς Sharon Anderson, JoAnn Cregier, Gary Dittmer, Robbin 
& Rolland, Lang, Jim Manos, Don Mendenhall, Mike Popplewell, Keith Rawson, Donna 
Sims, Carolyn Sprawka.  

Lazarus Lunches 

10 - 15 Sandwiches  
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 

Deliver by 7 p.m. 
 

We support Lazarus 
House homeless shelter in 

St. Charles by providing 
dinner, sack lunches, and 

an overnight volunteer on 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each 
month. 

 
This is a great opportunity 

to involve children who 
may be too young to 

volunteer in other ways. 
 

Sign-up online at 
www.genevaumc.org/signups 
or on the sheet posted in 
Fellowship Hall.    

Food Pantry 

 

 
 

 
Help keep 
the pantry 

shelves 
stocked! 

 
 
 

This month’s needs: 
peanut butter, dry pasta 

and pasta sauce, pancake 
mix, and rice. 
 
 

 

Place your donations under 
the coat rack in the UMCG 
Atrium.  

NOVEMBER MEANS DECEMBER IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER! 

 
Church in Society is coordinating the following sharing opportunities: 
 

¶ Salvation Army Angel Tree Gifts for Children 

¶ CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Kane County 

Gifts for Children 

¶ Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

¶ Gift Card collection to benefit Salvation Army, Kane County 
CASA, and the 2 homeless shelters we support – Lazarus 

House and Hesed House 
 

Angel Tree is a program through the Tri-City Salvation Army (St. 
Charles) where parents of children they serve register for Christmas 
gifts.  We expect to get about 60 Angels from Salvation Army, and 

also 10 tags for children served by CASA Kane County.  Tags will be 
available in Fellowship Hall as soon as we receive them – with a tar-

get return date of December 8. 
 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing  Sign-up on-line for one (1) hour bell 

ringing shifts starting with Thanksgiving Friday & Saturday and then 
all Saturdays until Christmas. Our “ringing” spot will again be the 

Sam’s Club in Batavia on Randall Road EXCEPT Saturday, Dec. 2, 
we will ring at Walgreen’s on Fabyan Parkway (near Trader Joe’s). 
 

Gift cards or contributions to purchase gift cards can be deposited in 
Fellowship Hall in the box with the big gold bow. Gift cards are al-

ways appreciated and needed by the organizations listed that provide 
services to those in need in our community. Double the good by pur-
chasing your gift cards through our SCRIP program. 

 
Thank you for sharing the gift and hope of Christmas. 

 
The Committee on Church in Society 

 

The MESSENGER  
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CHURCH IN SOCIETY NEWS 

 
 

UPDATE FROM THE UMCG TRUSTEES 
 

Have you ever lost or forgotten your keys?  If you’re like most of us, that answer is 
an easy one-----yes!  The Trustees feel your pain and have installed weatherproof 

keypads at both the east and west entrances and will begin to transition later this 
year from keys to keypad for church access after normal business hours.   

 
Keypad codes will be given to committee chairmen, church staff, pastors, nursery 

staff, and groups that meet at UMCG.  Additionally, one-time use codes will be utilized 
with the numerous craftsmen that help fix HVAC, elevator and other issues that face a 

150-year old building.   We plan to begin using keypads around November 1.   Thank 
you for your patience in this change!   

 
Several other improvements you may not have noticed in our church facilities include: 
 

¶ The installation of a railing in the sanctuary on the right wall leading up to 

the pulpit.  If you need a little extra support before your announcement, look 

to the right before you take that first step. 
¶ An AED was installed just outside the back sanctuary doors.  Several church 

members (ushers, staff, pastors and trustees) have been trained with this 

equipment. 
¶ In the fellowship hall, those wonderful stained glass windows have been re-

paired after several cracks (and water leaks) formed after the strong winds 
from last summer’s storms.   

¶ On the west side of the church, check out the black, parking light bollards.  

These new LED lamps provide security with a total energy use of a fraction of 

the previous bollards. 
¶ On the east side, a light fixture was installed above the original entrance that 

also provides security and enhances our entrance.  We are also evaluating 
lighting the bell tower to add to the already charming and historical         

ambiance. 
¶ On the northeast side, the rain downspout was buried to eliminate the       

excessive runoff and puddles at the memory garden/columbarium entrance.  
A fresh coat of paint has also brought that area back to near original        

condition. 
 

These are just a few of the things trustees have addressed this summer to enhance 
our experiences.  On a final note to all of the church family,  “if you see something, 

say something” and we will work with you to update our church home. 

 
Thank you, 

UMCG Trustees 

The MESSENGER  

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
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A CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON AND SING-A-LONG 

 
    ALL THE LADIES OF OUR CHURCH are warmly  

 invited for a lovely Christmas lunch  

                             on Tuesday, December 12th 

 

                              12 noon in Fellowship Hall 
 

The wonderful Joy Nelson will entertain and lead us in  
singing Christmas carols.  The former True Value Circle  

hopes to see everyone gather for a nice afternoon. 
 

Questions?? Call Georgia at 630-232-0364 

 

ADVENT STUDIES 
 

  SENT: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas 

by Jorge Acevedo 

In this book, Pastor Acevedo leads us on a 5-week Advent journey to 
discover how, where, and why we are sent. This study will meet in two 

groups:  Tuesday afternoons at 2, and Wednesday evenings at 7,     
beginning November 28 and 29.   

 

ALL EARTH IS WAITING: Devotions for the Season 

by Katie Z. Watson 
The good news of Jesus Christ is good news for all the world – even 

plants, animals, and the earth itself. All Earth is Waiting invites us to 

explore the Advent themes of hope, preparation, joy, and peace with 
the reconciliation of the heavens and earth in mind. 

This is a 4-week study with a devotion dedicated to each day.  It is 
suitable for use by individuals and families, as well as groups.  Group 

studies with this book will begin on Sunday, December 3, after the 
9:00 a.m. service. 

   
 

                        Please sign up by calling the church office at 630-232-7120, or online          

                      at http://www.genevaumc.org/forms by November 13, so we can    

                      order books.  Both books are $10 each. 

The MESSENGER  
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We celebrated our 8th  
Anniversary in October!   

 
 
 

 

 

UMCG:  DID YOU KNOW… 
 

 ...that you can earn money for UMCG when you shop Amazon?   
 Just use smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com. 

 
 Select United Methodist Church as your charity and start earning 0.5% on your  

 purchases for our church.  Every quarter, UMCG will be sent the amount earned from    
 all our purchases. 
 

Easy!  Start today! You shop.  Amazon gives. 
¶ Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

the charitable organization of your choice. 
¶ AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.  Same products, same prices, 

same service. 
¶ Support your charitable organization by starting yhour shopping at 

smil.amazon.com 
 

Do you have an idea for UMCG:  DID YOU KNOWé 
Questions? 

Contact Linda at umcgeneva@aol.com or 630-232-6779 

Third Tuesday  
Community Suppers  

The MESSENGER  
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UMCG Church Council 
 

Chair     Kei Narimatsu, Acting 

Vice Chair    David Dias 
Recording Secretary  Nancy McQueeny 
Lay Members to Annual  John Kemble 

     Conference   Judy Burgess 
Church & Society    Carolyn Sprawka 

     Co-Chairs   Gary Dittmer 
Youth Council Chair   
Children’s Council Chair  Jen Karwoski 

Adult Council   Marty Janners 
Endowment Fund Chair  Bill Johnson 

Finance Committee Chair  Roger Mahr  
Membership Connection  Mary Ann Werman 
Men’s Club President  David Dias 

Missions Committee  Dudley Burgess 
 Co-Chairs   Sharon Anderson 

Scholarship Committee  Keith Worthington 
Staff-Parish Relations  Alan Leard 
Stewardship Committee  Rolland Lang 

Treasurer    Jim Karwoski 
Women’s Ministry   Carol Zars 

Youth Representative  Ana Powell 
Worship Committee  
Pastors (w/o vote)   Rich Darr, Esther Lee 

To our Geneva United Methodist Church Family, 

 Thank you so very much for your prayers, cards, kind words and vis-

its after the sudden loss of my dad.  He was a life-long member of the 

Sycamoare Methodist Church and would have been so appreciative of th sup-

port from a neighboring congregation.  Honoring his memory with the altar 

flower meant so much.   

     Thank you all, 

             Tom Medernach &                                                   

  the family of Robert Keneway 

The MESSENGER  
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United Methodist Church of Geneva 
211 Hamilton Street 

Geneva, IL 60134 

MESSENGER DEADLINE 
Submit Articles for  

December Messenger by   

Wednesday, November 15th. 
Send information to  

communications@genevaumc.org  
Subj: Messenger 

http://www.facebook.com/umcgeneva
mailto:communications@genevaumc.org?subject=June%20Messenger

